Brazil
Brazil (Portuguese: Brasil), officially the Federative Republic of Brazil (Portuguese: República Federativa do Brasil) listen (help·info), is the largest and most populous country in South America.fifth largest It is the  country by geographical area, the fifth most populous country, and the fourth most populous democracy in the world.Portuguese-speaking Its population comprises the majority of the world's Portuguese speakers. Brazil is the only  nation in the Americas. Bounded by the Atlantic Ocean on the east, Brazil has a coastline of over 7,491 kilometers (4,655 mi).Venezuela It is bordered on the north by , Suriname, Guyana and the overseas department of French Guiana; on the northwest by Colombia; on the west by Bolivia and Peru; on the southwest by Argentina and Paraguay and on the south by Uruguay. Numerous archipelagos in the Atlantic Ocean are part of the Brazilian territory, such as Fernando de Noronha, Rocas Atoll, Saint Peter and Paul Rocks, and Trindade and Martim Vaz.
Economy

Brazil is the largest national economy in Latin America, the world's tenth largest economy at market exchange rates and the ninth largest in purchasing power parity (PPP), according to the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank; with large and developed agricultural, mining, manufacturing and service sectors, as well as a large labor pool.commodities markets The country has been expanding its presence in international financial and , and is regarded as one of the group of four emerging economies called BRIC.

Brazilian exports are booming, creating a new generation of tycoons. Major export products include aircraft, coffee, automobiles, soybean, iron ore, orange juice, steel, ethanol, textiles, footwear, corned beef and electrical equipment.
Demographics

Pop. 189,987,291 
Brazil's population comes from many racial and ethnic groups. The last National Research for Sample of Domiciles (PNAD) census revealed the following: 49.7% of the population self-identified as White, about 93 million; 42.6% Pardo (meaning brown in Portuguese), about 79 million; 6.9% Black, about 13 million; 0.5% Asian, about 1 million; and 0.3% Amerindian, about 519,000. Most Brazilians can trace their ancestry to the country's indigenous Amerindians, Portuguese colonists, or African slaves, either alone, in combination with one or both of the others, and/or in combination with other ethnic or racial groups. Since the arrival of the Portuguese in the 1500s, this miscegenation between the three groups has been a part of the evolution of the people of Brazil. In the over three centuries of Portuguese colonization, Brazil received more than 700,000 Portuguese settlers and 4 million African slaves. 
Brazil has the largest population of Italian origin outside of Italy, with over 25 million Italian Brazilians, the largest Japanese population outside of Japan, with 1.6 million Japanese Brazilians, the largest Arab population outside of the Middle East, with 10 million Arab Brazilians. As well the second largest German population outside of Germany, with 12 million German Brazilians, the second largest Spanish population outside of Spain, with 15 million Spanish Brazilians,Polish population the second largest  outside of Poland, with 1.8 million Polish Brazilians. However, the largest and oldest European ethnic group in Brazil is the Portuguese Brazilian, and most Brazilians can trace their ancestry to an ethnic Portuguese or a mixed-race Portuguese.

About 81.3% of Brazilians live in an urban area. The metropolitan areas are São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, and Belo Horizonte, respectively with 19.7, 11.4, and 5.4 million inhabitants.

Religion

	Distribution of the Brazilian population according to their religions and faiths

	Religion
	Population (million)
	Proportion (%)

	Roman Catholicism
	150
	74%

	Protestantism
	25
	15.4

	No religious affiliation, agnostics and atheists
	12
	7.4%

	Spiritism
	2.2
	1.3%

	Afro-Brazilian Religions
	
	0.3%

	Other religions
	
	1.7%


Needs

Poverty-

Brazil has the ninth largest economy in the world and the largest in Latin America.inequality It is a country of extremes, with outstanding cultural, social and ecological diversity. Modern industry and commerce has flourished alongside with tremendous , currently, one of the most serious challenges for the country today. Despite the rich natural resources, rapid economic development, and the overall size of Brazil’s economy, the nation has major problems with poverty, hunger, disease, and inadequate public services.

Brazilian society displays giant gaps between the city and the countryside, between regions, and between social classes. The income difference between rich and poor is among the most substantial in the world. As a result, Brazil has amongst the highest income inequality in the world, ranking 56.7 in the Gini coefficient index — with the richest 10% of Brazilians receiving 50% of the nation’s income, while the poorest 10% receive less than 1%. 

Crime-

Brazil has serious problems with crime, especially in São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Belo Horizonte and Recife with highest homicides rates by aggression in the country.kidnappings muggings, robberies,  With roughly 23.8 homicides per 100,000 residents,Police brutality are common.  and gang violence and corruption are widespread.Organized crime especially those related to security, education and health, severely affect quality of life.  Inefficient public services, is well established and include some major criminal organizations like Comando Vermelho, Amigos dos Amigos and Primeiro Comando da Capital. In 2006 46,660 people were murdered in Brazil--a reduction when compared to 2005, during which 47,578 people were killed. The year of 2003 still holds the record for total number of murders in Brazil; that year alone 51,043 people were murdered.Computer hacking  and internet fraud have a strong presence in Brazil, with eight out of every ten of the world's hackers from Brazil.
Brasilia, the capital, once spared the crime rates of other Brazilian cities, but now has significant crime problems. though statistics show that incidents can happen anywhere and at anytime. The majority of kidnappings in Brasilia continue to be the “quicknappings.” Following the citywide trend of previous years, reports of residential burglaries continue to occur in the generally affluent residential sections of the city. Public transportation, hotel sectors and tourist areas are still the locations with the highest crime rates,
The incidence of violent crime, including muggings, armed robbery and sexual assault is high, particularly in Belo Horizonte, Recife and other large cities. Carjacking is also common, particularly in major cities. Local citizens and visitors alike are often targeted by criminals, especially during public festivals such as the Carnaval.United Nations More than 500,000 people have been killed by firearms in Brazil between 1979 and 2003, according to a new report by the .
Gang-related violence is common throughout the Capital Brasilia. Most incidents have been directed at police, security officials and related facilities but gangs have also attacked official buildings, set alight public buses and robbed several banks.May 2006 São Paulo violence  began on the night of 12 May 2006 in São Paulo, Brazil. It was the worst outbreak of violence which has been recorded in Brazilian history and was directed against security forces and some civilian targets. By May 14 the attacks had spread to other Brazilian states including Paraná, Mato Grosso do Sul, Minas Gerais and Bahia.

Express kidnappings, where individuals are abducted and forced to withdraw funds from ATM machines to secure their release, are common in major cities including Rio de Janeiro, São Paulo, Brasilia, Salvador and Recife.pickpocketing Petty crime such as  and bag snatching is common. Thieves operate in outdoor markets, in hotels and on public transport.

Piracy occurs in the coastal areas of Brazil. Brazil has a long coast line with hundreds of bays and rivers. Most of these are believed to be without pirates. The more dangerous activities seemed to be centred around the Amazon river mouth and the region of Santos or Forteleza.
THE CHILDREN OF BRAZIL 

Thousands of Children Belong to Brazil Streets. Living a barren life with no hopes, no restrictions, nowhere to go and no one to turn to - this is the life of the street children of Brazil. They are born to live an abandoned life on the streets who naturally fall prey to various social vices, like consumption of drugs. 

Drug-addiction is high among these children also due to emotional and psychological trauma, which has become a part of their life. Their childhood ends up either as ’sex slaves’ or as criminals.

While violence against street children is widespread, the phenomenon takes on monstrous proportions in Brazil, where youngsters are regularly beaten, tortured and killed.  At least three children a day are killed, and others disappear without a trace.
Bahia Street is a center that provides education for economically-poor young women and girls in Brazil. 

The girls who study at the Bahia Street Center come from meager neighborhoods of Brazil, where violence, sickness and death are a daily part of their lives.  Nearly all of these girls are illiterate when they begin the Bahia Street program.  For the last three years, all of the girls who have taken their end of year exams passed with grades of eighty percent or higher. (Each year a few miss the exam due to illness or other traumatic events such as rape, murder or other violence to themselves or those they love.) 

For young women born in these areas, their only choices of survival without education are prostitution or domestic service jobs.  In Brazil, maid jobs are close to slavery.  Women are generally expected to live at the household of their employer at least six days a week and to work whenever needed during that entire time. For this they are paid forty dollars or less each month.  Maids are not allowed to take their children to work, and they cannot afford other childcare, so children are generally left alone in a room of a neighbor (where they are often abused and go hungry) or they live on the streets.  About 700,000 children of spend the majority of their time on the city's streets.  At least 4 children are murdered every day in Brazil.

These children, trapped in a closed cycle, form the next generation of Brazil’s poor. Young women often become pregnant at eleven or twelve years of age. 

The majority of the children that attend public schools are poor and their families are unable to afford better education.  Very little government funding is put into Brazilian public schools. Teachers go on strike frequently and can stay on strike for weeks at a time, in hopes of a salary raise. Due to low salaries and the fact that better teachers seek out private schools, the less qualified, often less educated teachers are left to the public institutions. This creates the problem of the a lack of discipline and poor curriculum planning. It is not rare in the Brazilian public school system to find students in grades 5 and up who still do not know how to read. 

Many of the public schools have buildings in poor conditions. Overfilled classrooms, few classroom resources (such as maps, test tubes, or chalk) and poor installations are common. This means that there are rarely lab classes, art classes, music classes, gym facilities, toilet paper for the bathrooms, field trips, or playgrounds. Many students are unable to afford school supplies, to the point that they will erase their notebooks so they can continue taking notes without purchasing new materials.  

There are some advantages to public schools. One is that a free meal is offered. This is a huge attraction to many students who would otherwise not be fed.

There is so much injustice in much of Brazilian society, against the poor, underprivileged children.
PRAYER REQUESTS

· Pray for God's justice to be restored; 

· Pray for the children of Brazil.  These kids are in crisis. Ten million of them make their living on the streets. Hundreds of thousands are homeless. Half a million deal in prostitution. More than half a million have AIDS. Pray for the many churches and church agencies that direct ministry toward children and young people, and remember these hurting kids before the Lord;

· Over 50% of Brazilians are under 18.  Pray that the church can communicate God's truth to this generation and effectively disciple them; 

· Pray for the growing movement to plant new churches that  are relevant to the youth; 

· Pray for the deliverance of Brazilians from spiritism. The world’s largest Catholic country is also the world’s largest spiritist country. This ministry of Satan appeals to about 5 percent of the population. Pray that God would raise up Christians to deliver Brazilians from the emotional appeal and false healings of this counterfeit faith.
· Pray for the educational system.  Although education is free at all levels it is plagued by many deficiencies and racial and regional disparities.  

· Pray for the poor living throughout the country but especially in the urbans areas, particularly in the favelas. 
· Pray for the criminal justice system as they deal with rampant crime. 

